Dear Friends,

As President of the International Federation of the Coalitions for Cultural Diversity (IFCCD), I want to give you my best wishes for 2008 – and I wish us all, of course, a culturally diverse year. 

As you could read in our last newsletter, Coalition Currents, the IFCCD Board of Directors met for the first time December 8-9, 2007 just before the Intergovernmental Committee (IC) meeting of the UNESCO Convention that was held from December 10 to 13 in Ottawa, Canada. The IFCCD attended the IC meeting as an observer and spoke twice on behalf of all the NGOs participating at the meeting. This session of the IC launched the implementation process of the Convention – a process in which the IFCCD will be involved actively. The next meeting of the IC will be held in June 2008 in Paris, and the IFCCD should meet for a second time around that date to make sure we are well prepared for this important meeting in the implementation process. 
The Federation has many objectives for 2008, among them: (1) being the voice of the Coalitions at the UNESCO and in other international forums or cultural events relevant to the IFCCD; (2) strengthen the ratification campaign of the UNESCO Convention through a series of international missions to create new Coalitions for Cultural Diversity; (3) engage in dialogue with national and regional bodies in countries that have already ratified the Convention, in order to explore ways to implement the Convention concretely. 
But our main challenge will be to take all the necessary actions to make sure the UNESCO Convention is more widely known among culture professionals and citizens alike to make sure everyone understands what’s at stake for culture and democracy in the Cultural Diversity debate. 

I also wanted to inform you that the process of incorporating the Federation under Canadian law is underway and should be completed by the end of the first quarter of 2008. 

Of course, we will keep you up to date on our latest activities – and hopefully our successes – throughout the year in our newsletter Coalition Currents. 

Again, my best wishes to all of you for 2008,

Rasmane Ouedraogo 

President of the International Federation of Coalitions for Cultural Diversity 
